HA-1560 1952
New Ideal Diner

Aberdeen

Private

The New Ideal Diner is a virtually unaltered diner restaurant exemplifying

the streamlined, fast-paced era of automobile transportation after World

War II. Its form is a direct outgrowth of the needs of highway travel. The
shiny stainless steel exterior covering has horizontal bands of green glass
tile and geometrically patterned panels. This building is the fourth diner

on the site, the first being built in 1930. The present diner was manufactured
in 1952 in Elizabeth, New Jersey by the Jerry 0'Mahony Company.
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2 DESCRIPTION A

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE
XEXCELLENT —DETERIORATED —UNALTERED _ORIGINAL SITE
N clolo]s) —RUINS XALTERED —MOVED DATE
__FAIR —UNEXPOSED

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The New Ideal Diner is a one-story rectanqular restaurant with polished and
patterned stainless steel sheathing located on the west side of South
philadelphia Blvd. (U.S. 40) about 1/2 block south of the intersection of Bel
Air Avenue.

The plan is essentially a one~room dining area with the kitchen and service areas
behind and parallel with the dining room. The entrance is in the center of the
street facade and has two glass and stainless steel doors reached by separated
runs of concrete stairs. Thne sniny stainless steel exterior covering has
horizontal bands of green glass tile below the band of windows extending around
the entire dining room area and a fluted cornice above the windows marks the
roof line. On the roof is a neon sign of free-standing streamlined letters on

a low pedestal. A square brick chimmey rises from the rear of the building.

The interior consists of a long divided counter with pedestal revolving stools and
a series of booths and tables between the counter and front wall. The back wall
of the counter area has a stainless steel backsplash. The entrance to the
kitchen is in the center of the wall. Above the door is a stainless steel

clock. The walls and coved ceiling are covered in pink formica sheets with
stainless steel trim. Lighting is recessed at the edge of the cove. Each

booth has a formica table top and vinyl banguettes. “Juke box'" selectors are
also in each booth.

The area between the diner and the street is paved and a larce sign replacing an
earlier lower sign is at the edge of the street.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY



K} SIGNIFICANCE WE RO

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW

PREHISTORIC ~ _ARCHEULUGY-PREHISTORIC  __COMMUNITY PLANNING __LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE  _ RELIGION
_1400-1499 __ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC __CONSERVATION _LAW __SCIENCE
—.1500-1599 __AGRICULTURE __ECONOMICS __LiTERATURE __SCULPTURE
__1600-1699 X ARCHITECTURE __EDUCATION __MILITARY __SOCIAL HUMANITARIAN
__1700-1799 _ART __ENGINEERING __MUSIC __THEATER
_1800-1899 __CDMMERCE _EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT  __PHILOSOPHY K RANSPORTATION
X_1900- __COMMUNICATIONS __INDUSTRY —_POLITICS/GOVERNMENT __OTHER {SPECIFY:

_INVENTION
SPECIFIC DATES 1952 BUILDER/ARCHITECT Jerry O'Mahony. Inc.

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The New Ideal Diner is a virtually unaltered diner restaurant exemplifying the
streamlined, fast-paced era of autarobile transportation after World War IT.

Its form is a direct outgrowth of the needs of highway trawvel:; providing bhasic,
no-fuss meals convenient to main transportation route in an architectural form
derived fram the railroad dining car, symbolizino fast, efficient food service.

This building is the fourth diner on this site, the first being built in 1930.

The present diner was manufactured in 1952 in Elizabeth, New Jersey by the Jerry
O'Mahony Co. and transported in four sections to Aberdeen where it was assembled.
A plate attached to the inside entry door gives the manufacturer's name and location
and the company moto- "In Our Line We Lead the World".

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY



EAMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES

Harford County Directory, 1953
Construction information on diner menu, researched by owner.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY

FJGEOGRAPHICAL DATA

ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

LiST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE COUNTY
STATE COUNTY
EB1FORM PREPARED BY
NAME TITLE
Janet Davis, MHT/SHA Surveyor December 4, 1980
CRGANIZATION DATE
Maryland Historical Trust (301) 269-24138
STREET & NUMBER Tz 2P0OME
21 State Circle
CiTY OR TOWN STYAVE
Maryland 21401

Annapolis

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventery was officially created
by an Act of the Marvland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 131 KA,

1374 Supplemenrt.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purpcses only and do not constitute any infringe-

ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TC: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438
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"THE REW [DEAL DINER

ULTRA MODERN

Equipped to Serve You in Style
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ONE OF THE LARGEST DINERS FROM MAINE TO FLORIDA
PHILADELPHIA BLVEL, U. S. ROUTE 40

Phone 206 and 95¢ ABERDEEN, MARYLAND
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